
FDIUS in Semiconductors Manufacturing Nearly Quadruples

International investment in the U.S. semiconductors 
and other electronic components sector saw explosive 
growth from 2015 to 2020 at 275 percent. Semicon-
ductors play an integral role in all aspects of modern 
life as they operate as the computing brains not only 
for computers but also for household appliances, 
medical devices, automobiles, and many other indus-
tries. Foreign-headquartered semiconductor com-
panies’ recent investments in the United States have 
translated into nearly 58,000 well-compensated Amer-
ican jobs. International investments in this crucial U.S. 
industry show no signs of slowing down. 
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Semiconductor Jobs Are on the Rise Thanks to Global Investment

Semiconductor Manufacturing Jobs at 
U.S. Affiliates of Foreign Companies

Semiconductor Manufacturing 
Jobs in the U.S.

U.S. employment at global companies in the seminconductor sector rose nearly 50% from 38,600 jobs 
to 57,700 jobs between 2015 and 2019 compared to a national increase of just over 1%, from 183,200 
workers to 185,200 workers, for the same time period.

Figures based on the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), Survey of Current Business, U.S. International Transactions, 
released September 2021; Activities of U.S. Affiliates of Foreign Multinational Enterprises in 2019, released August 2021.

The Untold Story: Global Companies Revive 
America’s Semiconductor Industry



Recent Investments from GBA Members

Swift Passage of the CHIPS Act Appropriations 
Will Propel More Investment

Concerns over supply chain shortages and their impact on the U.S. economy continue to grow. The short-
age of semiconductors globally should be at the forefront of the minds of Congress and the Administra-
tion, especially since the shortage is expected to last years. This problem urgently needs to be addressed 
because of how many products are dependent on semiconductors. Everything from medical devices, 
cars, smartphones, and even toothbrushes rely on chips. 

Congress must reach an agreement on the Bipartisan Innovation Act to provide the funding appropriat-
ed in the CHIPS Act to incentivize semiconductor research and development so that the U.S. can become 
competitive on the global stage in manufacturing semiconductors. This is a matter of national and eco-
nomic security. The U.S. cannot remain idle in incentivizing investment in chip manufacturing, research 
and design – especially while other countries are aggressively doing so.

According to the Semiconductor Industry Association, the U.S. share of global semiconductor manufac-
turing capacity has declined from 37% in 1990 to only 12% today. Through global connections, interna-
tional companies from allied countries can help innovate America’s manufacturing of semiconductors. 
The U.S. must welcome companies from these countries to invest here, which would create jobs for 
Americans to manufacture chips in the USA. The current chip shortage shows how vulnerable our supply 
chains are to even minor global disruptions; it’s in America’s vital interest to mitigate our supply chain 
vulnerabilities by ramping up our domestic manufacturing capacity. 


